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INTUKCT.AIMS: 



1 . (Currently Amended): A method in a cliciit comptncr for collecting product data, 
comprising the computer implemented steps of: 

generating a profile idenli Tying a given site UilT>, an item to be queried, and a 
scan interval; 

on a periodic basis as defined by the scan interval, retrieving data from the given 
silo URL; and 

parsing the retrieved data according to a silo icmplate to generate a data record 
comprising an item name and an associated price vaUic. 

( 2. (Original): The method as described in Claim 1 farlhcr including the step of storing 

the data record. 

3. (Original): The method as dCs^oribcd in Claim 1 liirther including the step of: 

comparing the associated price data to a givvn threshold condition; and 
taking a given action if the price data has a y,Wcn relationship to the given 
Ihrcsliold condilion. 

4. (Original): The method as described in Claim 3 wherein the given action is selected 
from the actions consisting essentially of issuing an e-mail notification, logging an event, 
and initiating an e-commercc transaction- 
s' (Original): The method as described in Claim 1 further including tlie step of collecting 
Oi^sociatcd price data for the ilc?m name over a given period of time to produce historical 
price data. 

6. (Previously Presented): The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the profile 
includes matching criteria that must be met for the item name. 
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7. (Original): The incthod as described in Claim 7 wherein the matching criteria is an 
exact nialdi. 

8. (Original): TIic method as described in Claim 6 wherein the matching criteria is a 
fii/./y malch, 

9. (Original): Tlic melliod as described in Claim 1 wherein Ihc data record also includes 
secondary sourco information. 

1 0. (Currently Amended): A. method , in a client com puter, ofcollccling product data, 
cominising the sieps of; 

gcneralins a set of product profiles, each idouli Tying a given site URL, a list of 
one or more included items to be queried, a scan interval, and a site template; 

for a givon product profile, periodically retrieving data from the given site URL 
according to tho scan interval; 

parsing the data retrieved from the given silcURL according to the site template 
to generate a data record for each included hem conipiising an item name, an associated 
price value, and a secondary source; and 

storing the data records, 

1 1. (Original): The method as described in Claim 1 0 wherein the given product profile 
also includes a list of excluded items. 

12. (Original): The method a.-5 described in Claim 10 wherein the given product profile 
also includes a next scan date. 

1 3. (Original): The method as described in Claim ) 2 wherein the given product profile 
also Includes a threshold expression comprising a set of one or more triggcre. 
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14. (Original): The niclhod as described in Claim 1 3 whcicin ihc given product profile 
also includes a ihroshold action tlial is triggered if the threshold expression resolves to a 
given value. 

No fees Eu-c bolicvcd to be required. If, however, any fees &rc required, I audiorizc the Commissioner 
to charge these fees which may be rvquircd to IBM CoiponUion Deposit Account No. 09-0447. No 
extension of lime is believed to be necessary, if. howc\ cr, Jiu extension of time is required, the 
extension is requested, and 1 audiorize Uic Coirmiissioner to charge any fees for this cxtcrwion to 
IBM Corponilion Deposit Account No. 09-0447. 

1 5. (Ciu'ieiitly Amended): A computer program prQ<Iuct having a set of instructions 
cxcculiiblc by a processor for use in a client computer for collcctixig product data 




«ccordiHiH«4lie f&Hmvinga»e#ieU-stepsahecoi}iEii.i wjiro 
V instm ction.^ fo r generating a set of product profiles each identifying a given site 



URL, a list of one or more included items to bo quci ied, a scan interval, and a site 
toinplalc; 

instj-^ ctions forv»-giv«ft-prodHeH?rofilei periodically retrieving data for a given 
product pyofile froni the given sile URL according to the scan interval; and 

instru ct ions for parsing the data retrieved from the given site URL according to 
the silo template to generate a data record for each included item comprising at least an 
item name and an associated price value. 

16-20. (Canceled) 



Page 4 of 12 
Sliradcr et al. - 09/578,751 



Received Irom < 972 367 2002 > at 10129103 W PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



